Mucoepidermoid carcinoma arising in Warthin's tumor of the parotid gland.
Malignant transformation of Warthin's tumor is extremely rare, although it is the second most common benign tumor of the parotid gland. We describe our experience of mucoepidermoid carcinoma arising in Warthin's tumor of the parotid gland in a 64-year-old man. He had a swelling in the left parotid-masseteric region. The removed tumor was well encapsulated and histopathologically comprised Warthin's tumor and low-grade mucoepidermoid carcinoma. The mucoepidermoid carcinoma infiltrated lymphoid stroma of the Warthin's tumor, but capsular invasion is not found. Considering the clinical course and physical examination, the lesion was diagnosed as mucoepidermoid carcinoma arising in Warthin's tumor because its features filled the criteria of malignant transformation of Warthin's tumor. There has been no recurrence or distant metastasis for 19 months. Histological change from Warthin's tumor to mucoepidermoid carcinoma may be implicated in squamous or goblet cell metaplasia of epithelial cells. It is considered that the neoplastic cells of Warthin's tumor acquire malignant genotypes simultaneously with this dual differentiation.